
 
 

 
 
 

The regular meeting of the Beaufort County Planning Commission (hereinafter “Commission”) was held 
on Monday, March 4, 2019, in Council Chambers, County Administration Building, 100 Ribaut Road, 
Beaufort, South Carolina. 
  
Members Present: 
Mr. Robert Semmler, Chairman         Dr. Caroline Fermin               
Mr. Randolph Stewart, Vice Chairman          Ms. Diane Chmelik                 Mr. Kevin Hennelly 
Mr. Harold Mitchel        Mr. Ed Pappas 
 
Members Absent: Mr. Jason Hincher and Ms. Cecily McMillan 
 
Staff Present: 
Mr. Eric Greenway, Community Development Director 
Mr. Robert Merchant, Assistant Community Development Director 
Ms. Melissa Peagler, Long-range Planner  
Ms. Diane McMaster, Senior Administrative Specialist 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Semmler called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Semmler led those assembled at the library with the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS:  There were none. 
 
REVIEW OF MEETING MINUTES:  The Commissioners reviewed the January 7, 2019, meeting 
minutes.  Dr. Caroline Fermin made a motion to accept the minutes as written, and Ms. Diane Chmelik 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried (FOR: Semmler, Stewart, Fermin, Chmelik, Hennelly, and 
Pappas; ABSTAINED:  Mitchell; ABSENT: Hincher and McMillan).   
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  Chairman Semmler noted that Mr. Robert Merchant would speak regarding 
updates to the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Southern Beaufort County Map Amendment / Rezoning Request for R600 022 000 011A 0000 (4.25 
acres at 175 Fording Island Road, Bluffton, SC) from T2R Rural to C5 Regional Center Mixed Use; 
Applicant: Laura Lewis 
 
Ms. Tammy Sauter is representing the property owner, Ms. Laura Lewis.  The property is adjacent to the 
Hilton Head Honda dealership, a C5 Regional Commercial property.  Community Development Staff are 
in favor of the rezoning request and will consider changing the Future Land Use designation during the 
Comprehensive Plan update process.  The current Future Land Use designation is Community Commercial, 
and the proposed Future Land Use designation is Regional Commercial.  It was noted that the back side of 
the 4.25 acre tract is wetland.  The property is currently for sale; the owner requesting the zoning change 
in hopes of increasing the property’s value. 
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