
No. 1727)

(R1212, Il laO!)

01,' SOUTH CAR O LI NA
I. OC...L ...:>11 Tr; MPOIt Ai<Y 1...."'5-1972

No. 1727

3385

An Act To Oreatc The Lady's Island-St. Helena Island Fire
District. I n Beaufort CountY j To Provide F or A Board Of Fire
Control F or The Distri ctj To Prescri be The P owers, Duties And
Membersh ip Of The Board; To Provide For Tax Levies; And
To Provide Penalties For Certa in Violations ,

Be it ena cted by the General Assembly of the Sta te of South Caro lina :

SECTION 1, Fir e District creatcd.c.-Thc re is hereby created the
Lady's Island -St . Helena Island Fire District in Beaufor t Cou nt)",
wh icb shall include the enti.re area of the islands.

SECTION 2. Board of Fi re Cont rol.- T here is hereby established
a bo ard of fire control for the district , composed of Iivc members ap­
pointed by the Con ' fIlor upon the recommendat ion of a majority of
the Beaufort County Council. Terms of office shall be for four years
a nd unt il successors arc appoi nted and qualify, T wo of the members
shall be residents of Lady's Island , two of the members shall be resi­
dents of SI. Helena Island and a ile member shall be appoint ed from
the district at lar ge. Prouided, however, tha t of those first appointed
one member shall be a resident of I.ady's Island and one member
shall be a resident or SI. Helena Island and shall serve for four yca rs :
one member shall be a resident of Lady's Island and one member
shall he a resident of $1. H elena Island and shall serve for th ree yea rs;
and the member appointed at large shall serve for two years. T he
members of the hoard shall serve without p.1.y and shall file annually
a report with the legislative delegation and the Beaufort County
Council, 1I0t late r tha n the first of November of each year , showing
all activities and disbursements made by the hoa rd du rin~ the year.

SECTION 3, P owers end du tics.c-Ttrc hoard shall have the fol­
lowing duties and responsibilities :

(a ) T o btl), such fire-fighting equ ipment as the board deems
necessary for the purpose of controll ing fires with in the money
allocated or made available to the board for such purpo5Cs.

(b) T o select and procure the sites or places within the a rea
where the fire-fight ing equipment shall he kept.

(c) T o provide and select, in coordinat ion with the fire chief,
th e drivers and other volunteer firemen to man such equipment who
shall serve withou t compensation,
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(d) To procure and supervise, in coordination with the fire
chief , the training ol the volunteer firemen selected to insure that the
equipment shall be util ized for the best intere sts of the area.

(e) To be responsible for the upkeep, main tenance and repairs
of the t rucks and other fire-figh ting equipment and to that end
sh.1.11 , as often as is deemed necessary, inspect such eq uipment.

( f) To promulgate such rules and regu lations as it may deem
proper and necessa ry to insure that the equipment is heing used to
the be st advantage of the area .

(g) To cons truct, if necessary, LlI i l di ll~s to house tile equipment
au thorized herein.

(h) To borrow money 011 such te rms and for such a period as
to the fire control boa rd may seem most beneficial for the fire district
in an ticipa tion of taxes. T he indebtedness shall be evidenced by a
note issued by the members of the board and the county treasurer.
T he fnll fai th and taxing power of the fire dist rict is hereby ir revoc­
ably pledged for the payment of the indebtedness.

SECTION 4_ Tax Icvy.c-c'The Auditor and T reasur er of Beaufort
County arc hereby directed to levy and collect a tax of not more tha n
five mills, to be determined by the hoard of fire control, upon all
taxable property of the dist rict [or the purpose of defraying the
expenses incur red by the board . All monies collected from this levy
shall be credited to the fire district.

SEC TION 5, Supervision of equipmcnt.c-.T he fire chief or cqniv­
alent official of the truck company to which the equipme nt is as­
signed sha ll have complete supervision over its lise and operation
and it shall he his responsibility to insure that the equipme nt is
rea di ly ava ilable for use at all times,

SECTION 6. Members to enforce fire b.ws.- All members of the
t ruck company of the dist rict Illay direct and control tr affic at the
scene of any fire in the area of the district and enforce the laws of
this State relating to the following of fire apparatus, the crossing
of fire hose and interfering with firemen in the discharge of their
d uties in connection with a fire in a like manner ns provided for the
enfo rcement of such laws by peace officers,

SECTION 7. Unlawful acts.c-It is unlawful to interfe re with a
member of a fire department in the discha rge of his d uties in the
d istrict or to interfere with any lire apparatus used by the fire de -
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paruncm ill the distri ct, and an}" pe rson so offending shall he sub­
ject to a fine of not exceeding one hundre d dollars or impri sonment
for ne t exceeding' thirty days.

SECTI ON 8. Tim e clTcctivc.- T his act shall take effec t UPOll ap­
proval by the G OVCfIlOr.

Approved the 31st day of March , 1972.


