
                                                            
 

AGENDA 

BEAUFORT COUNTY DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 

Tuesday, April 7, 2015, 2:30 p.m. 

Palmetto Electric Cooperative at 1 Cooperative Way, 

Hardeeville, SC  29927. 

Phone: (843) 255-2140 
James Atkins / Architect 

J. Michael Brock / Landscape Architect 

Peter Brower / Architect-Landscape Architect 

Patrick Kelly / Architect-Landscape Architect 

Pearce Scott / Architect-Landscape Architect 

Donald L. Starkey / At-Large 

James K. Tiller / Landscape Architect 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER – 2:30 P.M. 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT   

 

3. NOMINATION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 

 

4. NEW BUSINESS:  Crystal Lake Park – Observation Tower (backup) 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS:  None 

 

6. OTHER BUSINESS:   

A. Overview of Design Review Board Duties 

B. Next Scheduled Meeting:  Wednesday, May 13, 2015, 2:30 p.m. at Palmetto Electric 

Cooperative at 1 Cooperative Way (off Highway 278, between Technical College of the 

Lowcountry (TCL) and WalMart), Hardeeville, SC  29927 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 



Beaufort County Design Review Board: Staff Report 
April 7, 2015 

 

Page 1 of 8 04.07.15 

Crystal Lake Park – Observation Tower 
 
Type of Submission:  Final 
Applicant:   Beaufort County 
Project Architect:  Rob Montgomery, Montgomery Architecture and Planning, Inc. 
Type of Project:   Public Park 
Location: Located at the intersection of Lady’s Island Drive (US 21) and Rue Du 

Bois 
Zoning Designation:  T1 – Natural Preserve 
Project Information: The applicant is proposing to construct an 83 foot tower in Crystal Lake 

Park on Lady’s Island.  The tower will be timber construction and sided 
with pressure treated lumber.  The Design Review Board is being asked 
to look only at the tower.  The site and landscaping plan were previously 
approved by the Corridor Review Board.  

 
Crystal Lake Park is a 25+ acre assemblage of parcels purchased through 
the Beaufort County Rural and Critical Lands Preservation Program.  The 
site contains a 6.8 acre lake along with freshwater and saltwater 
wetlands.  Beaufort County has been working with the Friends of Crystal 
Lake to develop a passive park with an interpretive center; a network of 
trails and boardwalks encircling the lake; and offices for the Beaufort 
Open Land Trust and the SC Soil and Water Conservation District.  The 
portion of the site fronting Lady’s Island Drive is the former location of 
Butler Marine and contains a 3,500 square foot metal building and an 
asphalt parking lot that surrounds three sides of the building (west, 
south, and east elevations).   
 
Previously Approved Project Components:  On October 22, 2013, the 
Northern Beaufort County Corridor Review Board approved the 
renovation of the 3,500 square foot building which consists of wrapping 
the existing building with a covered walkway along with minor cosmetic 
changes to the exterior of the building.  The CRB also approved a site 
plan that includes 22 parking spaces and an accompanying landscaping 
plan.  The approved site and landscaping plan are attached and for 
reference purposes only. 
 
Staff Comments:  The project meets the applicable architectural 
standards of Section 5.3.30 of the Community Development Code with 
the exception of the requirement that new buildings are compatible 
with surrounding buildings and the minimum roof pitch of 4:12.  The 
proposed project is a landmark building and therefore by its very nature 
is meant to be singular and stand out.   
 
The table below provides a list of the standards and how they apply to 
this project: 
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Section 5.3.30: General Architectural Standards and Guidelines 
Compatibility with Surrounding Buildings:  Building design shall take into account the immediate off-
site surrounding structures, and provide mass, height and building elevations, so as to create 
substantially compatible scale with adjacent structures. 

See 
comment 

below 

Building Massing:  Buildings shall incorporate variations in wall heights, façade articulations and 
varied roof planes and pitches.  Wall planes shall be divided into modules that express traditional 
dimensions such that a primary facade plane shall not exceed 75 feet in length. If a wall plane 
exceeds this dimension, then an offset shall be provided to divide it into subordinate elements each 
less than 75 feet in length.   

meets 
standard 

Wall Planes:  Wall planes shall be divided into smaller components by the arrangement of windows 
and other facade articulation features, such as columns, pilasters, canopies, and awnings. 

n/a 

Entrances:  The main entrance to a building shall be clearly identifiable and shall be oriented to face a 
street, internal drive aisle, plaza or pedestrian way.  Entrances shall incorporate design features such 
as canopies, porticos, arcades, raised cornice parapets or peaked roof forms over the doorways, 
arches, and display windows. 

n/a 

Vertical Articulation:  Buildings shall incorporate such elements as wainscoting, water tables, 
canopies, rooflines and parapets to provide vertical articulation. For multi-story buildings, the 
building elevations shall clearly reflect a bottom (first) floor and its representative interior height, a 
middle ground consisting of all floors above the first floor and a visually pronounced building top that 
consists of a defined cornice at the top of the parapet roof section or at the transition of the sloped 
roof section.   

meets 
standard 

Pitched Roofs:  Pitched roofs are encouraged for all buildings with a footprint of 15,000 square feet 
or less.  Where pitched roofs are utilized, the minimum pitch shall be 4:12 and overhanging eaves 
shall be incorporated into the design of the building. 

see 
comment 

below 

Flat Roofs with Parapets:  Flat roofs are appropriate for larger buildings and for building types such 
as shopfronts which traditionally have flat roofs.  Flat roofs and sloped roofs with a pitch less than 
4:12 shall be concealed with a parapet that extends around all sides of a building that are visible from 
any public street, internal public drive, abutting adjacent commercial office buildings, retails stores or 
residential areas.  The parapet must be designed and scaled as an integral part if the building façade. 

n/a 

Concealing Rooftop Equipment:  Where HVAC equipment, satellite dish structures, and other 
equipment are located on a roof, the roof structure shall be designed to be tall enough to completely 
conceal the equipment. 

n/a 

Roof Articulation:  Varied roof pitches and planes shall be used to break up the massing n/a 

Materials:  Permitted materials include wood clapboard, wood board and batten, wood shingle 
siding, brick, stucco, tabby, faced concrete block and artificial siding material which resembles 
painted wood clapboard. Prohibited materials include plywood; cinder block; unfinished poured 
concrete; unfaced concrete block; plastic or vinyl not closely resembling painted wood clapboard; 
and highly reflective glass or materials as the predominant material or visible texture.  No metal 
buildings are permitted without an approved exterior façade material. 

meets 
standard 

Balance of Materials:  If multiple materials are provided along a building facade, the heaver materials 
shall be located to the bottom of lighter materials. For example, brick should be provided below 
wood siding. 

n/a 

Colors:  Predominant color design shall be compatible with Lowcountry or coastal vernacular palette 
which includes traditional historic colors, earth tones (greens, tans, light browns and terracotta), 
grays, pale primary and secondary colors (with less than 50 percent color value), white and cream 
tones, and oxblood red. Accent color design (i.e., black, dark blue, grays, and other dark primary 
colors) may be used on a limited basis as part of an architectural motif.  Bright, primary colors are not 
permitted. 

meets 
standard 

Accessory Uses:  The design of accessory buildings and structures, if permitted within the applicable 
zoning district, shall reflect and coordinate with the general style of architecture inherent in the 
primary structure for the proposed development. Covered porches, canopies, awnings, trellises, 
gazebos, street/pedestrian furniture and open wood fences are encouraged. 

n/a 
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