
A quorum of Council may be in attendance at all Committee meetings. 
Please silence your cell phone during the meeting. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

Monday, March 1, 2010 
2:00 p.m. 

Executive Conference Room, Administration Building 
 
Committee Members:       Staff Support:  Tony Criscitiello 
Paul Sommerville, Chairman 
Jerry Stewart, Vice-Chairman 
Steven Baer 
Gerald Dawson 
Brian Flewelling 
William McBride 
Stu Rodman 
 
2:00 p.m. 1. CALL TO ORDER   
 

2. APPROACH AND STATUS OF BEAUFORT COUNTY FORMED-BASED CODE  
 
3. TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

ORDINANCE (ZDSO), ARTICLE XV, SECTION 106-3176(2) SIGNAGE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR CORRIDOR OVERLAY DISTRICT (ADDS SCHOOL AND 
CHURCH SIGNS AS ALLOWABLE CHANGEABLE SIGNS) (Memo) 
 

4. TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 
ORDINANCE (ZDSO), APPENDIX I, DIVISION 5, SECTION 5.8.E (SIGNAGE – 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS) (ALLOWS ADDITIONAL SIGNS FOR SINGLE 
OCCUPANCY BUILDINGS DESIGNED WITH A MULTIPLE STOREFRONT 
FAÇADE IN LADY’S ISLAND VILLAGE CENTER) (Memo) 
 

5. CONSIDERATION OF REAPPOINTMENTS AND APPOINTMENTS 
• Forestry Commission 
• Historic Preservation Review Board 
• Planning Commission 
• Rural and Critical Lands Board 
• Southern Corridor Review Board 
• Zoning Board of Appeals 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

Natural Resources  
Date Time  Location 

April 5 2:00 p.m. ECR 
May 3 2:00 p.m. ECR 
June 7 2:00 p.m. ECR 

No Meeting in July 
August 2 2:00 p.m. ECR 
September 7  2:00 p.m. ECR 
October 4 2:00 p.m. ECR 
November 1 2:00 p.m. ECR 
December 6 2:00 p.m. ECR 

County TV Rebroadcast 
Wednesday 9:00 a.m. 
Thursday 4:00 a.m. 
Saturday 11:00 p.m. 
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PLANNING DIVISION MEMORANDUM

Natural Resources Committee of Beau fort County Council

Anthony Criscit ic llo, Plannin g Director '8:.
Revision to the ZDSO Sign Ordinance for Corridor Overlay District

February 8, 20I0

Excc r pl of I' LANNING COMM ISS ION R ECOMM ENI>ATION fr-om its February 1, 20111,
draft meeting minutes:

Ms. Frazier briefed the Co mmission. She noted thal County Counci l made an amendmen t
allowing restaurants to have changeable signs. Stair is recommending allowin g schools and
churches to have changeable signs.

Public Comment: None were received.

Motion: Mr. Riley made a motion. and Mr. Chmcl ik seconded the motion, to forwa rd u
reco mmenda tion of app rova l to Coun ty Council on the tex t a mendments to th e Beaufort
Co unt)' Zon in~ nnd Development Stnndn rds Ord ina nce (Z I>SO). Art icle XV, Sec tion 106­
3176(2) Signngc requirements fur cor ridor over lay distri ct to mid schnol nud church signs
:IS allowabl e changeable signs. The motion wus car t-led un anim ously (FOR: Chmcl ik, Hicks,
LeG ree, Riley, Semmler, Sutler and Thomas).

STAFF IlEl' ORT:

S ummary of proposed amend men ts: Add churches and schoo ls to businesses allowed
changeable copy signs in the corridor.

.Justificat ion: A local church requested churches be added to the lists of businesses and
establishments that are allowed changeable copy signs. Upon further staff d iscussion , it \...as
decided that churches and schools should be allovved changeable signs.

Recuuuucmlutlnn: Amend Sec tion 106, Article XV, Section 106-3176(2) as noted below by
5tflk-e-theugh for dele tions and hold and underlined for verbiage additions.

Text Amendments to revise Lady's b land Village Center Signage
Additions are bold and und rrli nrd and deletions are~k-dlfeugh .

Rev. 02.08 .10
Page I of2



Sec. 106-3176. Slgnuge requirements fo r corrido r overlay district.

The following standards for signagc for the corridor overlay distric t arc in addition to those
prescribed in this article and shall be reviewed and requ ire approval by the ZDA:

( I) SiKfI placement. Any freestanding sign must be no close r than ten feet from the highway
right-or-way.

(2) Sign design and materials. Sign design and materials shall be as follows:

a. Signnge, including overa ll design, materials, colors and illumi nation must be
compatible with the overall design of the main building. Detail s of the sign. such as
typeface and layout, shall be subject to minimal review only to prevent obtrusive
designs.

b. An integrated sign system shall he required for all new commercial and residential
subdivisions and land developments. These systems shall be reviewed for materials,
colors, shapes, sizes, compatibility with architecture und establishmcnt of unity of
design for the proposed development. In addition, the following standards shall apply:

I. Pole signs arc permi tted; however. no pole shall be higher than four feet from thc
ground to the base of the sign. The overall height ofany pole sign shall not
exceed ten feet, measured from the ground.

2. Political and temporary signs are exempt from this article and shall subscribe to
the requirements of this article .

3. Any graphic accent color (i.e., black, dark blue. grays and other dark or strong
colors) may be used for graphic accents only. Corporate logos shal l be reviewed
on a case-by-case basis.

4. Changeable copy signs that are permitted must be displayed on a single sign.

Not permitted arc changeable copy signs, except for school signs, church signs, gasoline
price signs, directory signs listing more than one tenant, and signs advert ising restaurant
food specials, films and live entertainment which change on a regular basis. These items
shall be included in the overall maximum allowed square footage of the sign.

Text Amendments to revise Lady's Island Village Center Signage
Additions are bold and undrrlinrd and deletions are ~f\h:I.:-Ihwugfl.

Re\'.02.08.10
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PLANNING DIVISION MEMORANDUM

Natural Resource Committee of Beaufo rt County Council

Anthony Cr isci tic llo, Plannin g Dircc tor1""'c. .
Revision to the ZDSO to Lady' s Island Village Center sign regulat ions

February 8. 20 10

Excerp t of PLANNING COM MISSION RECO MMENIJAnON [rom its Fehruary 1, 2010,
d ra ft meeting minutes:

Ms. Frazier briefed the Co mmission. The text amendment was initiated by the Lady's Island
Community Preservation (CP) Committee. She gave the constraints of the amendment- size,
location. etc .

Discussion by the Commission included the multitude of reasons lo r desi ring add itional signs, a
clarification on the sign placement, and the disallowance of internally lit signagc.

Mot ion: Mr. Thomas made a motion, and Mr. Semmler seconded the motion, to forward a ll

a pproval recommendation to County Council 011 the Text Ame nd ment to the Zoning a nd
Development Standards Ordi nance (Z DSO), Ap pendix I, Dlvistun 5, Section 5.8.E Si~na~c

- Specia l conditions th at ullnw ad ditio na l si14ns for singtc occupancy buildings design ed
w ith ;I mult iple storefront fueude in La dy's Isl and Village Ce nter. The motion was carr ied
(FOR: Hicks, LeGree, Riley, Semmler, Sutler and Th omas; AGA INST: Chrnclik).

STAFF REPORT:

Summary of prop osed ame nd me nts ; Revi se the Lady' s Island Village Center standards to
allow addit ional signs for single occupancy buildings designed with a multiple store front facad e.
as follows:

Sinn Tvne Currcnt Ordinance Propo sed Onlinance

Souarc Fcct (s.f.) Sq uare Feet {s.D
Wall or Proicction 40 or 32 40 or 32
Sandwich Board Sian 10 10
Interior Neon Siun 16 18 (max. of3 - 6 s.f. signs}
Sto re Front Wall Sign 0 30 (3 @ 10 s.f.)

Total Square Fnntuue 58 to 66 s.f. 90 to 98 s.r.

Text Amendments (0 revise Lady's Island Village Center Slgnage
Additions are bold anti un derlin ed and deletions arc Mn h.'h· lhf••uglt.
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.lustificanen:
Butler Marine business owner, C hris Outler, petitioned the Lady' s Island Community
Preservation Committee to recommend the Lady 's Island Village Center sign regulations be
revised to allow additional signs for his business. Mr. Outler' s reason for requesting the change
is that his building was designed to represent mult iple storefronts. The building facade footpri nt
steps back in several places based on the corridor architecture guidelines which do not allow a
long and unarticulated (Out) buil ding facade. Mr. Butler stated the appearance of multip le
storefronts should allow his business additional signage as it looks like more than one business
with no signage. The Lady's Island Cl' Committee directed staff to revise the regulations as
noted in the table above and the verbiage below.

Recom mcudnt inn: Amend Section 106, Appendix I, Division S, Section 5.8.E as noted below
by stfike--theugh for deletions and hold lind underlincd to r verbiage additions.

E. Si}!,lIage. Signage, including overall design, materia ls, colors and illumination must be
compat ible with the overall design of the main building. Details of the sign, such as typeface and
layout, shall be subject to minimal review only to prevent obtrusive dcsigns.

I. Types ofsignage: All businesses and other uses in this district may choose to use only
one of the two following permanen t types of signs: wall signs and projecting signs. One
portable sandwich board sign with a maximum height of 48 inches ami maximum width
01'30 inches is also permitted per business.

2. Maximum size ofsignage: Wall signs are limited to 40 square feet in area. Projecting
signs arc limited to 32 square feet in area and may project no more than six feet outward
from the wall.

3. Illumination ofsignagc: Lighting lo r signs shall be of a moderate intensity and designed
and arranged to minimize glare and reflection. Internally illumin ated outdoor signs are
not permitted, One interior neon sign is pcnnittcd per business. Neon signs arc limited to
16 square feet. All other types o f intemally illuminated interior signs arc prohibited.

4. Special considerations:

ffr) !!.:. Interior Lots. All businesses and other uses located on interior lots and having less
than 50 feet of street frontage may utilize a ground sign not exceeding eight feet in
overall height with a maximum allowable area of 40 square feet.

fb-) .!.b Interior lots with multiple tenants or an interior complex may erect one SO-square
foot freestanding ground sign, which may be used as an identification sign, directory
listing or combination thereof. Individual businesses within a complex may not have
separate freestanding signs along Highway 2 1, Ilighway 802 or along a High

Text Amendments to revise Lady's Island Villa ge CenterSignagc
Additi ons are holtl nnd unde r lined and deletions are s4ftk'l<-tflfUUgh.
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Visibility Site. The multiple listing sign or directory sign may be off-premises
provided that it is placed within the complex.

c. When single occupancy buildings are required by the Corridor Review Board to
present a facade of multiple store fronts to eliminate long and unarticulated
walls in an effort to meet the village center architecture guidelines the following
shall be applied:

(1) In addition to a wall sign or projecting signs as allowed under subsection E
(I) & (2), one 10 square foot wall sign shall be allowed per store front with
the following exceptions:

(a) The 10 square foot sign may not be placed on the same wall as the 40
square foot wall sign or on the same walls where projecting signs are
placed.

(b) The number of additional wall signs shall not exceed 3 -10 square foot
signs per single occupancy buildings.

(2) The additional signs shall advertise only special services offered by the
business such as, but not limited to, repairs. rentals, garden supplies. etc.
(service sign verbiage to be approved by the Corridor Review Board
Administrator).

(3) To ensure the sign design complements the building architecture. the sign
size (length and width) shall be designed to fit the space in which they are
placed. This requirement could mean the square footage may be less than 10
square feet per store front. The Corridor Review Board Administrator shall
review and approve this requirement.

(4) A single occupancy building may have 1 - 18 square foot interior neon sign
for the entire building or 1- 6 square foot interior neon sign per store front
not to exceed 3 interior neon signs.

5. Replacement ofnonconforming signs: Businesses and other uses along High Visibility
Sites, not presently built within the Build-to Zone, may replace nonconforming pole signs
with a ground sign that does not exceed eight feet in overall height and has a maximum
allowable area of40 square feet.

6. Gasoline service stations and cinemas: Gasoline service stations and cinemas may utilize
one 80-square foot sign to accommodate a change out copy panel. These signs are subject
to the corridor review board approval.

7. Height bonus: Signs surrounded by a permanent raised planter may be built to a height of
ten feet. The landscaped area surrounding the sign shall be equal to the square footage of
the sign and must be maintained with approved landscaping.

Text Amendments to revise Lady's Island Village Center Signage
Additions are bold and underlined and deletions are smlelHllfoogh.
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