. Policy Statement :
j PS-17 i
l

POLICY FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF PRIVATE ROADS l

i Policy Statement (PS-15), adopted by County Council on July 28, 2003, outlined the
i County’s policy with regard to “Working on Private Property”. As a related issue, Policy |
| Statement-15 (PS-15) also outlines a general procedure for qualifying and accepting private |
3 roads into the County’s road maintenance inventory. 3
| ¥
i

|

The demand for private road acceptance has grown significantly since the adoption of |
| PS-15. County Council recognizes the necessity of treating private road acceptance as a separate |
% issue, and wishes to clarify and refine the acceptance procedure. The new policy set forth herein, |
1‘ is intended to supersede only those portions of PS-15 that deal with the acceptance of private |

| | roads and the definitions of “private road” and “private driveway™.
Definitions:

1. Private road: a road, street or other vehicular pathway, paved or unpaved, that is owned |
and maintained by a non-governmental body (e.g., private individual or individuals),
property owners association, developer, etc., and that has not been designated for public
use.

[ 5
i i 2. Private driveway: a vehicular pathway where ownership of the land abutting both sides of |
l such pathway is the same. i

|

ii 3. Dwelling unit: any residential unit, including detached, single-family dwellings, |
[l townhouse units, condominium units, individual apartments, and mobile homes.
1 Dwellings may be owner-occupied or rental units

Qualifying Requirements
/| To be considered for acceptance, a private road must meet each of the four criteria listed below:

Not a “private driveway as defined above
Directly accessible by a public road 7
Serve at least six (6) dwelling units i
Property owners must submit a “Road Acceptance Application” as outlined below.

B

Road Acceptance Application

1. Submission of written application (petition): any property owner with land abutting a private |
road may request a *Road Acceptance Application™ from the County Engineering Division:
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(a) Requests will be forwarded to the R/W Manager who will return an application form |

and a list of the names and mailing addresses of the abutting property owners;

(b) It will be the applicant’s responsibility to have each and every owner sign the
application and then return the completed document to the R/W Manager. One
hundred percent (100%) participation on the part of the property owners is required
for acceptance consideration;

(c) The R/W Manager will ensure that all necessary signatures have been obtained.

He/she will notify the applicant of any deficiencies.

2. The completed application indicates the property owners’ willingness to:

(a) Donate that amount of land needed to assemble a 50-foot wide right-of-way. A lesser
right-of-way may be considered if it can be demonstrated that it is not feasible to |

assemble a full 50° right-of-way;

(b) Donate any existing or proposed drainage easements that the Public Works |

Department considers necessary for adequate drainage;

(c) Have the road designated for public use.

3. The completed application also indicates the property owners’ permission for County
employees to enter their property, as necessary, for the purpose of inspecting the existing |

roadway, assessing drainage needs, and surveying the proposed 50° right-of-way.
Right-Of-Way Deeds

When it is determined that an application has been properly executed, the R/W Manger

will prepare the necessary right-of-way deeds. Each deed will reference the County’s survey of |

the proposed 50° right-of-way. The deeds will be mailed to the property owner at the address

used by the County Treasurer for property tax mailings. All deeds must be properly executed |

and returned to the R/W Manager.
Road Inspection

R/W Manager will determine the length of the road and the number of discrete dwelling

units served by the road. He/she will pass this information on to the Public Works Director, |
whose staff will conduct an inspection of the existing roadway for the purpose of assessing |
needed repairs, drainage adequacy, and the estimated cost of bringing the road up to acceptable
condition. A summary of these findings, along with comments and recommendations, will be |

returned to the R/W Manager.
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Public Facilities Committee Agenda Item

The R/W Manager will prepare an agenda item summarizing all the data regarding the |
subject road. The agenda item will include the recommendations, if any, of the Engineering |
Division and Public Works Department.

| Public Facilities Committee and County Council !

An affirmative vote by simple majority, first by the Public Facilities Committee and then |
by County Council, is required for road acceptance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Beaufort County Council has approved |
the Policy for the Acceptance of Private Roads.

Adopted this 28™ day of October, 2013.

COUNTY COUNCIL OF BEAUFORT COUNTY

D. Paul Sommerville, Chairman

Suzanne M. Rainey, Clerk to Council
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