
 

                                                                           
 

                                                                     

                                                                                            

AGENDA 
AIRPORTS BOARD 

Thursday, September 20, 2012 
1:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers, Administration Building 
Beaufort County Government Center 

100 Ribaut Road, Beaufort 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER  
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3. MOTION TO ACCEPT SEPTEMBER 20, 2012 AGENDA 
 
4. MOTION TO ACCEPT AUGUST 16, 2012 MINUTES (backup) 
  
5. GUEST INTRODUCTIONS  
 
6. PUBLIC COMMENT - Limited to Three Minutes Each Person 
 
7. AIRPORT FINANCIAL UPDATE:  Mrs. Alicia Holland, Comptroller 
 
8. HILTON HEAD ISLAND AIRPORT REPORT 

Mr. Paul Andres, Airports Director 
A. Tower Report (backup) 
B. Projects Update 
C. Operations Report (backup) 
D. Noise Complaints & Traffic Counters 

 
9. BEAUFORT COUNTY AIRPORT REPORT 

Mr. Paul Andres, Airports Director 

A. Fuel Sales - Joel Phillips (backup) 
 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Lady's Island Airport Operations - Pete Buchanan  
B. Hilton Head Island Airport Operations - Will Dopp  
 

11. NEW BUSINESS:  
Mr. Joe Mazzei, Airports Board Chairman 

A. FAA AIP Funding (backup) 

B. FAA Response to Hilton Head Island Airport Master Plan Correspondence 
(backup) 
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12. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
A. Accommodations Tax:  Will Dopp  
B. Airport Funding Initiatives: Paul Andres 
  

13. PUBLIC COMMENT - Limited to Three Minutes Each Person 
 

14. FUTURE MEETINGS 

Airports Board: The next meeting will be held on Thursday, October 18, 2012 at 
1:30 PM in the County Council Chambers of the Beaufort County Government 

Center. 

15. ADJOURNMENT 
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County Council of Beaufort County 
Hilton Head Island Airport – www.hiltonheadairport.com 
Beaufort County Airport – www.beaufortcoairport.com 

Post Office Box 23739 – 120 Beach City Road 
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29925-3739 

Phone: (843) 255-2950- Fax: (843) 255-9424 

 

AIRPORTS BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

OF AUGUST 16, 2012 
 
The print media was notified in accordance with the State Freedom of Information Act. 
 
A meeting of the Beaufort County Airports Board was held at 1:30 PM on Thursday, August 16, 
2012 in the Council Chambers of the Beaufort County Government Center.  Chairman Joe Mazzei 
called the meeting to order.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE         
The Chairman led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Kerr, seconded by Mr. Buchanan that the agenda for the August 16, 
2012 meeting be accepted. 
 
Mr. Buchanan asked that the discussion with the Beaufort City Council be added to the agenda.  Mr. 
Mazzei stated this could be added to New Business and asked if there were any objections.  There 
were none. 
 
The vote was:  FOR – Mr. Mazzei, Mr. Dopp, Mr. Nash, Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Sells, Mr. 
Buchanan, Mr. Kerr, Mr. Wirth, Mr. Smetek, Mr. Sanders, Mr. Wedler.  AGAINST – None.  
ABSENT – None.  The motion passed. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Dopp, seconded by Mr. Kerr that the minutes of the July 19, 2012 
meeting be accepted.  The vote was:  FOR – Mr. Mazzei, Mr. Dopp, Mr. Nash, Mr. Gilbert, 
Mr. Sells, Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Kerr, Mr. Wirth, Mr. Smetek, Mr. Sanders, Mr. Wedler.  
AGAINST – None.  ABSENT – None.  The motion passed. 
 
GUEST INTRODUCTIONS – Guests attending the meeting introduced themselves.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Joe Mazzei - Chairman 
Graham Kerr – Vice Chairman 
Councilman Rick Caporale – Beaufort County Liaison 
Mike Nash 
Will Dopp 
Derek Gilbert 
Pete Buchanan 
Richard Wirth 
Ron Smetek 
Rich Sells 

GUESTS 
Councilman Stu Rodman 
Judy Elder – Talbert & Bright 
Andy Busbee – LPS Group  
Charles Cousins – Town of Hilton Head Island 
Anne Esposito – Resident 
Nick Esposito – Resident  
Leo Brennan – Resident 
Bob Gentzler – Resident 
Joe Croley – Resident  
Gerald Pfeffer – Resident 
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MEMBERS PRESENT (Cont) 
Ross Sanders 
Carl Wedler 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
Councilman Ken Heitzke – Town of Hilton Head Liaison 
 

GUESTS (Cont) 
Patricia Pfeffer – Resident   
 
STAFF 
Paul Andres – Airport Director 
Joel Phillips – Beaufort Co. Airport Supv. 
Linda Wright – Admin. Asst. 

 
Mr. Mazzei stated that before going into public comments he wanted to make some observations 
regarding the Hilton Head Island Airport Master Plan process.  He explained that over a span of 
several years the community, elected representatives of both the Town and the County and the 
Airport Board all carefully considered the Hilton Head Island Airport Master Plan.  He continued 
by outlining the phases of the Master Plan and forthcoming opportunities for public comments.  Mr. 
Mazzei stated all comments are welcome and although not required it would be helpful if persons 
wishing to speak during the public comment portion of the meeting would give a brief insight into 
their background, education, training experience, and qualifications when commenting on technical 
aspects.  (see Attachment "A"). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

1. Nick Esposito – Mr. Esposito, a resident of Wexford Plantation and 28 year Captain with 
United Airlines, stated he wanted to affirm that the process of the Master Plan has been a 
viable and correct process.  He stated we need to go to the 5,000' and eventually the 5,400' 
runway.  He stated there has been talk about alternatives which are nonexistent.  Mr. 
Esposito stated that in reference to noise issues, Net Jets announced a few months ago that 
they have ordered new airplanes that are more fuel efficient and a lot quieter.  He stated they 
are one of the largest users of the Hilton Head Island Airport so that means that Hilton Head 
will be getting a lot quieter as well.  Mr. Esposito added that with the signing of the latest 
FAA budget all noisy airplanes referred to as Stage II Airplanes will be parked by December 
31, 2015.  He stated these types of airplanes have been registering noise complaints.   

 
Mr. Esposito stated there has been talk about the Q400.  He stated that the only airline after 
November 30th that will be operating Q400s in the United States will be Horizon Air based 
out of Seattle.  He stated they do not bring the Q400 east of the Rockies.  Mr. Esposito 
stated that United Airlines through a partnership with Colgan Air has been operating Q400s 
in and out of Washington-Dulles, but United will cease this arrangement in mid-September.  
He stated Colgan Air is in bankruptcy and will be terminated as an operator as of November 
30th. 
 
Mr. Esposito stated that a 5,000' runway at the Hilton Head Island Airport will actually be 
4,703' of runway for landing on Runway 03 and 4,597' of runway on Runway 21.  He stated 
we need the 5,400' runway to capitalize and guarantee airline service.  He stated we are 
currently hanging our hats on the Dash 8 of US Airways.  He stated Delta has no interest in 
going back to turboprops.  Mr. Esposito stated we need to watch the possible merger of US 
Airways and American Airlines. 
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2. Bob Gentzler – Mr. Gentzler, Palmetto Hall resident, stated he spoke to the Board last 
month and alerted everyone of the interest in getting answers to many questions that they 
felt had not been answered at the last Talbert & Bright presentation regarding Economic 
Impact and their Benefit Cost Analysis.  He stated detailed questions have been delivered to 
the Board, Talbert & Bright, County Council and Town Council.  Mr. Gentzler stated they 
look forward to receiving the answers.  Mr. Mazzei stated the Board did not receive a copy.  
Mr. Gentzler stated he would take care of this matter. 

 
Mr. Smetek stated that with regard to the most current version of the Master Plan, there are 
substantive errors contained in the document.  He stated it would not be prudent for the County, the 
FAA or anyone to make large financial decisions based on a document with substantive errors.  Mr. 
Smetek stated he wanted to call attention to the August 13, 2012 issue of Time magazine (see 
Attachment "B")concerning the issue of why turboprops are making a comeback.  He stated that to 
summarize the article it says the turboprops are quieter, have bigger cabins, are greener and cheaper 
which is a big deal for companies such as Comair, and they service more destinations because they 
can land on shorter runways.  Mr. Smetek stated many airlines are looking at moving towards 
turboprops in the future.  He stated this type of aircraft can land at Hilton Head Island Airport. 
 
HILTON HEAD ISLAND AIRPORT REPORT 
 

1. Tower Report:  Paul Andres 
 For the month of July 2012 there were 2,896 total flight operations of which 1,617 

were conducted under IFR procedures.   
 

2. Projects:  Paul Andres 
Tree Obstruction Removal – Mr. Andres stated that on August 8th one bid was 
received for replanting.  This bid has been determined to be nonresponsive so they 
will need to rebid the project.  Mr. Andres also stated that an appeal has been filed by 
the St. James Church and Palmetto Hall concerning the DRB approval of the 
replanting plans.  He stated we are waiting for the Circuit Court to schedule a 
hearing.  He stated the attorneys are still actively pursuing the necessary avigation 
easements for the off-airport portion.  We currently have 9 of the 17 easements 
needed.  The mitigation plan will be the same as the on-airport piece in compliance 
with the Town's LMO.  Mr. Andres stated that on the South end they are finishing up 
the detailed survey on the 34:1 slope.  He stated that we have 24 of the 26 required 
easements and are working on the remaining.  There is no start date because the 
appeal litigation has to be resolved for the on-airport piece before proceeding on the 
South end. 

 
 RSA Drainage Improvements – Mr. Andres stated construction is underway.  They 

hope to have 90% to 95% of the work done by the end of August.  Mr. Dopp wanted 
to know if they have the dates for closing the Airport.  Mr. Andres stated the Airport 
is closed five days a week (Monday through Friday) from 10:30 PM until 5:00 AM 
for the construction work.  He stated that with weather permitting they should be 
done in a few weeks. 

 
 Master Plan – A second public information meeting was held on June 27th from 5:00 

PM until 8:00 PM at the Hilton Head Island Branch Library.  The consultant is 
preparing a summary of the comments received.  This should be consolidated and 
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posted on the website in a few weeks.  The consultant is continuing to develop the 
draft Environmental Assessment/Benefit Cost Analysis document.  This will be 
coordinated with the FAA and then a public hearing will be scheduled in the next 
several months.  Mr. Andres stated the FAA has issued their Section 106 
Consultation Letter to interested parties regarding the Phase III Archeology Data 
Recovery and Public Outreach.  He stated this includes the Gullah Geechee 
Committee, the Penn Center, the Mitchville Preservation Project, Palmetto Hall, Port 
Royal Plantation, the Coastal Discovery Museum, and numerous other organizations.  
Mr. Andres pointed out that this is a formal invitation to participate in the 
consultation process.  He stated that responses from these interested parties are due 
to the FAA by August 23rd.  Mr. Andres stated that to date the FAA has only 
received two responses which were from the Gullah Geechee Committee and 
Palmetto Hall. 

 
 Design Projects – Mr. Andres stated the runway lighted sign project is out for bid 

with bids due by the end of August.  If the bids are received in sufficient time, the 
intent will be to use this as the springboard for the last grant application for this 
fiscal year.  It will have to move expeditiously through the Council Committee and 
County Council approval process.  Mr. Andres stated they intend to include the 
runway lighted sign bids and the traditional cultural properties analysis that was 
directed by the FAA as part of the environmental assessment process.  This analysis 
will be on the churches that are in the vicinity of the Airport.  He stated they may 
also include in this grant application other elements associated with previous tree 
work that was completed several years ago. 

 
 Passenger Facility Charge (PFC) Program – The amendment was approved by 

Council at their last meeting.  Mr. Andres stated the Council also approved on first 
reading the text amendments to the Airports Board Charter.  He stated there will be 
two more readings and a public hearing.  He stated they also approved the FY-13 
Airports budgets.  Mr. Mazzei stated that at the meeting it was discussed that the 
wording in the text regarding the three mile radius for proximity members of the 
Board may have been misapplied.  He stated it implied anyone in a community that 
touches the 3 mile circle would be eligible for the proximity membership.   

 
3. Operations Report:  Paul Andres  

 For the month of July 2012 there were 4 medivacs and 2 in-flight emergencies. One 
emergency was a GA aircraft that returned for fuel leaking from the fuel cap.  This 
aircraft returned without incident.  The other was a landing incident in which the 
aircraft departed the side of the runway and hit one of our runway remaining signs.  
The aircraft received substantial wing, nose and tail damage.  Mr. Buchanan wanted 
to know if the pilot or the Airport discovered the fuel cap leak.  Mr. Andres stated he 
did not know and would check on this matter. 

 
4. Noise Complaints & Traffic Counters:  Paul Andres  

 For the month of July 2012 there were 2 noise complaints.  One complaint was from 
Port Royal Plantation and the other was from Palmetto Hall.  Both were general 
aviation aircraft overflights.  The after hour traffic counters recorded 88 after hour 
flights.  Mr. Andres noted that there was an article in the paper regarding a bird 
strike at the Charleston Airport.  The article stated that an Embraer 170 regional jet 
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impacted multiple birds at 3,000' shortly after takeoff and had to return to the airport 
with potential damage to its right engine.   

 
Mr. Smetek wanted to know if the statistical data indicated which departures and landings were 
coming on Runway 03 and which ones were on Runway 21.  Mr. Andres stated they presently do 
not capture this information.  He stated he has talked to the tower manager and the manager 
indicates it splits evenly throughout the year based on wind conditions. 

 
BEAUFORT COUNTY AIRPORT REPORT 
 

1. Fuel Sales:  Joel Phillips  
 For the month of July 2012 there were a total of 905 operations.  The total flow of 

fuel was 4,175 gallons (3,292 gallons of AvGas and 883 gallons of Jet fuel).  Mr. 
Phillips stated the figures are down from the same time period last year.  Mr. 
Buchanan asked Mr. Phillips to inform the Board what he had learned concerning the 
drop in sales.  Mr. Phillip stated that July was an extremely hot month so the weight 
carrying ability of an aircraft goes down substantially.  He stated this mainly affects 
the jet fuel aircraft.  He stated that they are not able to carry any extra weight out of 
the Airport.  Mr. Phillips stated it has not picked up yet this month and that this is a 
trend going all the way up the coast.  He stated they also had 14 days of precipitation 
in July with thunderstorms which also hurt sales. 

 
2. Projects:  Paul Andres 

 Tree Obstruction Removal – The FAA is still reviewing the SCE&G power pole 
data, but we hope to have answers in the near future.  Over 600 tree obstructions 
remain, primarily in the transition surface of the Airport.  The property owner 
mediation in October was unsuccessful and all cases are awaiting trial dates. 

 
 Master Plan – Mr. Andres turned this topic over to Mr. Kerr.  Mr. Kerr read a letter 

for the record from Scott Dadson, Beaufort City Manger to Mr. Kubic concerning the 
approval of a motion to support the proposed Lady's Island Airport Master Plan (see 
Attachment "C".  Mr. Kerr stated that in order to get the City Council to look at the 
Master Plan that probably won't go into effect for a number of years, he and Mr. 
Buchanan summarized the Master Plan for them.  Mr. Kerr stated he told the City 
Council that the Master Plan is like a gate to a dock that you have to walk through in 
order to check on your crab pot or the bilge on the boat.  He stated that in the case of 
the Master Plan the elements we need to see are the economic assessment and the 
environmental impact.  Mr. Kerr stated that once you go through the gate you can 
either keep going, you can stop or you can reconsider.  He stated that approving the 
Master Plan is not committing to a plan.  He stated that the funding for airport 
projects is significant infrastructure funding.  He stated 90% would come from the 
FAA Trust Fund which is funded by aircraft owners paying taxes on fuel.  He said 
that 5% that comes from the State is funded by accommodation taxes and the 5% 
from the County is funded by facilities fees.  Mr. Kerr stated that the money in Phase 
I of the Lady's Island Airport Plan represents approximately $11 million coming into 
the County.  Mr. Kerr stated that the adoption of the Master Plan gives the County 
and City the ability to give the local population a heads up on what may be coming 
in the future.  He stated he and Mr. Buchanan presented this to City Council last 
week and it was unanimously passed.  Mr. Mazzei congratulated Mr. Kerr and Mr. 



 

 6

Buchanan for doing such a great job on this subject.  Mr. Buchanan stated that Mr. 
Kerr mentioned that infrastructure would be coming in at a rate of approximately 
$2.5 million a year.  He wanted to make it clear that this would be aviation fund 
money, not Beaufort County money.   

 
It was moved by Mr. Buchanan, seconded by Mr. Dopp that the Airports Board recommend a 
favorable approval of the Lady's Island Master Plan.   
 
Mr. Buchanan stated they need to make sure the Air Station is totally involved so unless someone 
objected he wanted to make sure that the agenda and minutes are sent to the Air Station inviting 
them to participate in the meetings. 
 
Mr. Kerr stated he thought the same should be done for the City of Beaufort as the City should also 
have a voice in anything that involves the Lady's Island Airport. 
 
Mr. Dopp stated he agreed that the County Council should approve the Master Plan and also that the 
Board secretary send a copy of the minutes and agenda to the Air Station. 
 
Mr. Wedler wanted to know why the County Council had not yet approved the Master Plan.  Mr. 
Mazzei stated that in the process for the Hilton Head Island Airport, the Master Plan was a joint 
matter with the Town of Hilton Head and the County Council.  He stated they attempted to do the 
same process with the Lady's Island Airport, but there were problems in scheduling joint sessions so 
Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Kerr went to the Beaufort City Council meeting to explain everything.  He 
stated that at that meeting the City Council approved the Master Plan. 
 
Mr. Dopp wanted to know if the Board has to prepare a paper when making a motion to the County 
Council or do they just read the minutes.  Mr. Andres stated that in this particular instance he will 
draft some correspondence to the Clerk to Council with the Board's recommendation. 
 
Mr. Smetek stated that speed is not necessary.  He stated he would counsel the Board not to make 
the same mistakes with the Lady's Island Airport Master Plan as they did with the Hilton Head 
Island Master Plan.  He stated that the Hilton Head Island Airport Master Plan did not receive the 
appropriate review and detailed comments before the votes were made.  Mr. Mazzei stated he did 
not want to leave the impression that everyone agrees with Mr. Smetek's opinion.  He stated that 
since there were years of joint meetings, public meetings and discussions of the Hilton Head Island 
Airport nothing was arbitrary and capricious in the process.  He stated they sat through hours and 
hours of meetings with plenty of opportunities for everybody to submit comments.  Mr. Mazzei 
stated that the Lady's Island Airport Master Plan has been under development since approximately 
2006 so it has not moved forward with great speed. 
 
Mr. Sells stated that two meetings ago there was a motion to move the Master Plan forward so he 
was wondering if Mr. Andres should have prepared a document for the Clerk to Council at that 
meeting.  Mr. Mazzei stated he believed it was, but no one expected the City to approve the Plan so 
the Board is merely saying here is a new development on our outstanding recommendation.  Mr. 
Sells asked if Mr. Mazzei was saying that now the City of Beaufort and the Airports Board is 
endorsing the Master Plan.  Mr. Mazzei stated that this is correct and now we need the County 
Council's endorsement. 
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When the vote was called:  FOR – Mr. Mazzei, Mr. Dopp, Mr. Nash, Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Sells, 
Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Kerr, Mr. Wirth, Mr. Sanders, Mr. Wedler.  AGAINST – Mr. Smetek.  
ABSENT – None.  The motion passed. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 
1. Lady’s Island Airport Operations:  Pete Buchanan – No Report.  

 
2. Hilton Head Island Airport Operations:   Will Dopp 

 Mr. Dopp stated movements are down 3% from this time last year.  The total 
passenger count for this year compared to last year is up 1%.  He stated that US 
Airways carries 90% more people in the summer months than the winter months.  He 
stated it appears that we are still getting more tourists and visitors to the island which 
makes the Hilton Head Island Airport very important.  Mr. Dopp stated that US 
Airways currently has 10 round trips a day to Charlotte with an extra flight on 
Monday and 2 flights to Washington, DC on the weekends. 

 
 Mr. Dopp stated Signature Flight Support reported revenues of $2,900,000.00 for the 

first 7 months of this year which is an increase of about 10%. The County's share is 
up 86% at $149,000.00.  Fuel revenues were up 12%, $2,500,000.00 versus 
$2,200,000.00 last year.  The gallons were 442,000 gallons which are up 5% over the 
same time period last year.  Mr. Dopp stated 85% of the fuel sold is jet fuel and 
AvGas is 15%.   

 
 Mr. Dopp stated there have been no changes in hangar tenants and there were no 

changes in the hangar rents. 
 
 Mr. Dopp stated we are not due any revenue from Republic Parking until they reach 

$100,000.00 in revenue.   
 

 Mr. Dopp publically thanked Jennifer Peluso of Signature Flight Support for her 
many years of service to the Hilton Head Island Airport, and particularly, to its 
general aviation community.  He stated Jennifer is the last employee remaining from 
the old Carolina Air Center better known as CACI before Signature took over as the 
FBO in September 2007.  He stated Jennifer was the office manager, did accounting, 
watched over the flight operations desk, and probably fueled aircraft whenever 
necessary.  Mr. Dopp stated that Signature's corporate offices are changing some of 
its internal operations and reporting functions so her position had been eliminated.  
He stated that Jennifer's last day with Signature will be August 30th so on behalf of 
the entire Hilton Head Island Airport community and the Airports Board thanked 
Jennifer for everything she had done and wished her well. 

 
Mr. Mazzei wanted to know if US Airways shows the number of seats that are left empty.  Mr. 
Andres stated this information is tracked at their corporate headquarters.  He stated this information 
has been requested in the past, but he did not receive anything.  He stated he could try to get this 
information again.  Mr. Mazzei stated they need to know the impact of the lighter loads.  He stated 
he would like to have them report on the differences between winter and summer.  Mr. Smetek 
stated that when the weather is warm, the airlines do not lose revenue they just move a passenger to 
a later flight when it is cooler.  He stated that when this information is gathered they need to make 
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sure they know what they are getting information on.  Mr. Smetek stated he has seen on several 
occasions where they will take a passenger from Hilton Head and drive them to the Savannah 
Airport.  He stated they need to be careful on how they interpret the data. Mr. Kerr stated he is a 
retired Piedmont Dash 8 Captain who has flown thousands of approaches into Hilton Head during 
the day and the night as well as good weather and bad weather.  He stated although it has been a 
long time since he worked for Piedmont he wanted to note that when the temperature gets above 30 
C you will start dropping 3 to 5 passengers.  He stated that as the temperatures go up you will start 
dropping fuel and luggage as well.   

 
Mr. Kerr also stated that Piedmont (US Airways Express) is still the largest turboprop airline in the 
country.  He stated it is currently the sole airline that flies in and out of Hilton Head.  He stated they 
have a fleet of 44 Dehavilland Dash 8 100's and 200's which are 37 passenger airplanes and 300's 
which are 50 passenger airplanes.  Mr. Kerr stated the Q400 is a stretched version of what we 
currently have with almost twice the capacity, but no major airline, including Piedmont, is buying 
them.  He stated that to the best of his knowledge only two have been ordered for the entire United 
States and this does not include US Airways.  Mr. Kerr stated he was highly doubtful that they 
could operate better on Hilton Head than the 100's and 200's. 

 
Mr. Sells wanted to know if Mr. Andres would get the information from Piedmont or US Airways 
corporate office.  Mr. Andres stated it would be Piedmont operational manager in Charlotte. 
 
NEW BUSINESS - None  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 

1. Accommodations Tax:  Joe Mazzei 
 Mr. Mazzei asked Mr. Andres for an update on the ATAX application.  Mr. Andres 

stated that two days ago he was informed by the County Attorney that the State 
Tourism Expenditure Review Committee had contacted the Attorney and 
acknowledged receipt of his correspondence.  Mr. Andres stated they have asked for 
a couple of items of additional information which he provided to the Attorney to 
forward to them.  He stated we should anticipate a decision from them within a 
couple of weeks.  Mr. Mazzei stated this item will remain pending as they could not 
move forward until the decision is given to them. 

 
2. Airport Funding Initiatives:  Paul Andres 

 Mr. Andres stated the topics remaining to be discussed with the Finance Committee 
are the aircraft property tax and hangar property tax.  He stated the Finance 
Committee has indicated they are in favor of offsetting the subsidies that the Lady's 
Island Airport provides to Mosquito Control, but no final decision has been received.  
He stated the private hangar development at the Lady's Island Airport is a component 
associated with the Master Plan so this item will be pending until the Master Plan 
decisions are made.  Mr. Dopp wanted to know if there was any way to move these 
items to Finance Committee to look at.  Mr. Andres stated these items are on their 
pending list, but they have some very full agendas already. 

 
3. FAA Grant Funding:  Paul Andres 

 Mr. Andres stated that we just accepted a grant from FAA for the Phase III 
Archeology Data Recovery and Public Outreach.  He stated they will look at the bids 
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due for the lighted sign replacement for the Hilton Head Island Airport at the end of 
the month and then will look into submitting a grant application for that and to 
include the traditional cultural properties requirement element of the environmental 
assessment.  He said they may also submit application for the older grant amendment 
funding for the tree work when the preliminary design work was done several years 
ago.  Mr. Mazzei wanted to know if the money for the archeological work would be 
included in grant.  Mr. Andres stated no that this is a separate grant which is already 
in place. 
 

CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

1. Nick Esposito – Mr. Esposito stated he wanted to address Mr. Smetek's report on the Time 
Magazine article.  He stated the article speaks for itself; however its interpretation is very 
flawed.  He stated Mr. Smetek talked about the turboprop being purchased by Comair.  Mr. 
Esposito stated that Comair is going out of business in 30 days so if he thinks Comair will 
be purchasing Q400s he is misinformed.  He stated that the Q400 if brought into Hilton 
Head now would be with about a 70% load factor.  He stated that even with 5,000' they 
would still be at a 94% load factor.  He stated they need a full 5,400' to operate a fully 
loaded Q400 in and out of Hilton Head.  Mr. Esposito stated there are only 22 Q400s on 
order and not in the United States.  He stated that the price of a Q400 is $34.5 million so to 
maintain a US Airways schedule in and out of Hilton Head, US Airways would have to 
spend $7 million just to accommodate this Town.  Mr. Esposito referred to information he 
received from the US Airways station manager last year that stated the 37 passenger Dash 
8's can carry full loads during the winter time, but 22 passengers in the summer.  He stated 
that sometimes last minute passengers were put in taxis and sent to Savannah and half of the 
bags were put in taxis and sent to Savannah.  Mr. Esposito stated that every 95 day that US 
Airways has to bump passengers they pay about $600.00 per passenger to accommodate 
them.  Mr. Esposito concurred with Mr. Kerr's statement that the penalty for the temperature 
is high when you approach 30 C (86 F) so when they get into the 90's they are taking quite 
a penalty.  Mr. Esposito stated he wanted to inform Mr. Smetek of his false assumptions. 

 
2. Councilman Rodman – Councilman Rodman stated in regards to the Q400s he feels that the 

turboprops seem to be doing reasonably well in Europe.  He stated he was not aware of 
Colgan going bankrupt, but he did know that Republic felt this aircraft did not fit with their 
fleet so they got rid of them.  He stated he believed Horizon, an affiliate of Alaska Airlines, 
is the only one using this aircraft. 

 
Councilman Rodman stated he was delighted that the Lady's Island Master Plan is moving 
forward.  He stated this could be added to the Finance Committee's agenda whenever the 
Board was ready.  He stated the Hilton Head Island Airport 5 Year Capital Plan was not put 
on the agenda because Councilman Baer was on vacation, but they could do this in 
September. 
 
Councilman Rodman stated that in terms of funding activities there has been some 
discussion.  He stated the he and Councilman Baer are in agreement that they should at least 
take a look at whether there should be bonding of the capital requirements that will be 
needed at both Airports to cover the County's share.  Councilman Rodman stated that if the 
Board wanted to start looking at this issue their input would be welcomed. 
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Councilman Rodman praised Mr. Kerr for his overview of what a master plan is.  He stated 
this is probably the best explanation for a master plan that he has heard of in years. 
 
Councilman Rodman stated he took strong exception to some of the comments from 
Palmetto Hall and Port Royal Plantations.  He stated he put his comments together and 
emailed them out (see Attachment "D"). 
 
Councilman Rodman stated he was delighted to see that the FAA followed through relative 
to the archeological portion and that the normal process actually included the ability for 
other interested parties to be involved.  He stated when you look at the whole process the 
FAA procedures work pretty well.  Councilman Rodman also stated that as a community we 
should not try to question every last thing the FAA does. 

 
3. Leo Brennan – Mr. Brennan, Port Royal Plantation, stated that he has a proposal from 

Bombardier on the Q400s and that he wanted to read of few items in response to comments 
by Mr. Kerr and Mr. Esposito.  He stated the article says that on a 95 day the Q400 can 
carry a maximum of 68 – 70 passengers to Atlanta, Charlotte, or Orlando.  He also read that 
a Q400 on a 4,800' runway the full passenger load range expands significantly.  He stated 
they can go to Chicago, Newark, Nassau, and New Orleans.  Mr. Brennan stated he realizes 
the airlines have the final say, but he believed this is a semi-professional source on what the 
Q400 can do.  Mr. Mazzei asked Mr. Brennan for his background.  Mr. Brennan stated he 
has been in business 40 years studying detail.  Mr. Mazzei asked Mr. Brennan if he is a 
pilot.  Mr. Brennan stated no and that Mr. Mazzei probably knew that already, but that did 
not in anyway prevent him from speaking his opinion.  He stated that if it was Mr. Mazzei's 
intention to say that he can not speak then he should tell him.  Mr. Mazzei stated he did not 
say this.  He stated that in the beginning he made comments and stated that it would be 
helpful to the Board to interpret the comments made by understanding the background of the 
speaker.  He stated Mr. Esposito gave his background.  Mr. Brennan stated all he (Mr. 
Brennan) did was read from a document and told the Board the identification of the 
document and from that the Board could draw some authority.  Mr. Mazzei stated he missed 
the source of the document. 

 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
The next meeting of the Airports Board will be held on Thursday, September 20, 2012 at 1:30 PM 
in the County Council Chambers of the Beaufort County Government Center. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:45 PM. 



ATTACHMENT "A"

Commcn t~ by Chairman MOl77-C1 prior to Public commen ts

I bdiL...·e that a clarification of the process would be hclpful with rcgard to making the

puhlic oomments section of these: meetings as meanmgful as possible in the futur e,

Then:fore I would like to point out th.t:

I. The community along with elected representati~e" of both the Town and the County. LS

well as thi~ Airport Ek>ard all considered over several ~ars, and multip le public meetmg.s
the IlH I Airport Master Plan.

2. The Puhhe oommcnts roceiv'ed. in support of the Ma._ter Plan , were by 1 significan t

majority supportive of the Mas ter PlaR. as is documented iR the Master Plan
dcH;umcntation.

J. While there wen: mem bers of the puhlic thal did Rot suppo rt the adoption of the Master
Plan, and specIfi cally the runway exicnsron provided for in Phase 1, in their suhmin ed

conU11 e11 t,., the.se ~iL"WJ'Oints wen: in the minori ty.

4. All of these Governmenta l bodlcs and tbis Advi!«,ry Board con sidcl'<:d the con tcnl of the
plan and the public input and appro~cd the MU lL'" Plan , directing that Phase I of thc Plan

beimplemL'tllcd, The FAA has also rcvie"ed and approvoo tbe MastL"- Plan

5. We are cllm:t1tly in the ltnplementanon Phase of the Master Plan and this process
co nlams provisions for additional public input to ensure that the Master Plan
implementation o f Pha."': I, i~ both ecooomic.al ly justified and1 good investment of the
FAA's, State Aeronau tical Commission and the County taxpayers money, and that it can

be implemented in conformance with the environmental standards the FAA and
regulatory bod,,;:s, have cstablished for such r fu jects.

6. Once thi s stage i. com plL1e, and should the PhL"': One Runwa y Exten sion of the Ma._ter

Plan, meet these economic and environmental standards the projec t will then move to the
nex t stage. the Design and that the Construction stage.

7. Puhlic comments on both the draft economic and environmental review ha~e been

sllhmlltcd T1IC public'~ oommmts will be summari~cd by the con sultanl and sllhmiuoo to

the FAA , as part of the draft report to the FAA on this pha..., of the impletnL....lation.

8. There will bean add,tional opl"' rtunily for puh lie review and input prior to the Final
Envin mmcnlal Asses-_ment and its slIhm issiOfl to the FAA.



In the inl~l of providing to the Board more ;n~ighl into the b4<;l<.gruuod• .."Jucal;on,

training. experience. and lIual <ficalion of those comm.....llng upon lochnlcal aspects of the

airpon runway d...,.ign, aircratl uperaling capabilities and characteristics as well as lbose
providing dala or insighl into the economic or environmenlal~ts of the Mast.... Plan or

airpon up"..alilln il wuul<l Dc: helpful if commemer's would provide Bbri ef \'erbal summery of
their qualifications in ....pport of their comments in these llfc:as, in order for the board to

effcctnely evaluate their oomm.....Is, in lighl of this addilional information.

All I:ommcn ls are ",c1c"m.,.), and where these lechnical design details are not p""' '''11lcd or
shou ld tile commentcr not wish 10 prov ide any suppor1;ng l:>ackgnlUnd, none is required.



ATTACHMENT "B"

Wh) l 'u r b"prop...~ m l klnx . ( :om<'h atk (T imc ~bgu.inc, August 16,2012)

In 2002, Comair, Delta's regional subsidiary, could proudly claim to be the first all-jet oommul.....
aIrline. Ils 5O-seal Embreer and Bombardier reg ional planes freed us from turboprops. like the
Short 360 and Seab 340-,l1ying mlgralnc machina with the comfort of the backseat of. VW
Beetle. BUI in 201 2, Com..ir announced ils d<:mise oocau!'C those jets are 100 emily to operale
profitably. And now a new genenl ion oftulboprops is making a comeback_and offenng a ~'aslly

improved travel experience.

Avions de Transport RegIonal (ATR), I European maker of commuter 11l!bo1""pS, has enough
orders for its 50-lo-74-scllt ATR 72--6Ot) 10 kCLl' il5 a..."",nbly lines cranking for three years. AI
Canada's Bomberdier, orders are picking up again for illll 70-10-80-seal Q400 tulbo. The buyers
are after the same advantage. Turbos are ideal fnr sh"n.,;-ycl", rou l",,_fhghts ofJOO miles (480
km) or less-and are as muc h III ,50°4 mar", fud-efficicnland about 1M fast as regional jds over
thai distance. "lI'slbe na tural hedge on fud when yo u apply Ihe nghllll 'l'lane technology 10 do
the righ t missions: says Mark Nedy, AT R's head of sales in North America. The planes ere
gc1ling more c<,mfonahlc 100: they're sleeker, quieter and more spacious than their predo:ccssors.
(See sidehal'.)

There is politics in playas well. For years, major airlInes subcontracted . hort- and med ium-haul
nighls 10 their commuter carriers 10 avoid paying their own pilots' higher wages, bUI !IO-called
scope clauses limited oommuler carriers to 5O-scal . laJwlll1s like Bombardier' s CRJ and
Emhrncr's fRJ . Now tha t carrier cconormes have chMlged (see: the Am..'f'ican Airl ines
hankl'\lptcy and l general push to fly bigger planes at fuller capaci ties), induslry ccnsultancies
like Air lnsighl expect a slliflto largL-r turbos within five years.

Mean while, aircraft makers el'limale Ihal demand for turbol""ps w ill reach 2,5110 to 3,1100 planes
over ee next 20 yCln as airlines in developing oountrie. expand their networl<s and those: in
Western nations restructure money-losmg I1cds and routes. Already, turbos have claimed SS~ of
Ihe orders in Ihe SO-lo_90_scat ""gmenl. (That'S good nCWS for mgine makCT Pl1Ilt & \Vhilney.)
The ATR 72--bOO. for example, is turn ing up in the U.S. (via GECAS, GE's lc4-<ing ann),
Australia (for VirgIn AuslTalia) and all over Asia. And the Q400 just clai med l big order from
Canada's w e are . The turboprop forecast is 50 encouraging that ATR and Bombardier are
OOII'idcring new \UrbQs lhat could cerry 90 10 110 pas5eflgeB--al>oullhe capacity of a Lockheed
Super Const",llalion. the 19S0s-rta tur+.oprop Ihal made flying TWA glamomus. Thc new turbos
won't restore the gtamoer. But with their quieter engines and roomier cabins, they will spare you
!hea.<pmn.



ATIACHMENT "C"

-'.~~_._...."'''''.' _U, >O"

August IS, 2012

CITY OF BEAUFORT
P. o.QAA.WER 1161

BEAUFORT . SOIJTH CAI'lOUN.-. 29t01 ·1167

c.......... ..._ ......_......-­_.--­....""...

Mr, Gar) Kublc, .... dminiwator
Ik....fon COtlnt)
100 Ribllut Ro"
P.O, Dra_, In s
Beeufon. SC 2990I

Re: Beaufon COUnl) .... ,'PO" M..u:, P"n

Dear Gar) :

The City Counci l of the City of Beaufon in regular "',,&;00 assembled. disctl$sN ond
approved a motion in 5Upport of the proposl'd .... irpor1 M.....e' Plan for the L.lys Isllnd
.... irpon. The CounC'il aho .... anted 10express il$lh.Inks 10the Coun ty Cou ncil for
uttnding the opporlun ;ty 10Jl&rl;c;p~te in this pro<:ess. The City looks forward 10
con tinued cooperation on this and other elldeavon

If you ha~ any <Iuest;nns ~gardtng lhis malter , please do oot he$;lale 10call on me,

Scou f . Dadson. City Mana~r

Cily of Belufort

Cc:: Mayor and CIty Council
Mr Rob McFee
Mr Graham Kerr, Airport Board



ATIACHMENT "0 "

Stu's I' rd imina r:y Thuughts on Eco nomic nl'Hlopml'nt

Rc co nuncndanons , Thai lJl'aufnrt Counryr

I. Establish an Econumie ljcvcfupmcnt Fund 10 be used in support of
oppurlunilir's hrouJ.:ht Iorward by the Alliance and the V1unicipalitit's.

2. Nol main lain an econmn lc developme nt slalT or make siJ.:nifiu nt
coe trt bc nons to u t lwr economic devclopm en r en tules rhus tell\'ing
rnarkl' ti ng, rec r uinng, n~lItiafin ns . ere. 10 the Allillftcr and fht' Towns of
Beau fort, lIIuffto n lIInd lIillon Heud Istand.

SU[l(lurting Ohsl'nut ions :

• The hil: hl·st lind IlI;~'sl use " f Coun ty funds is to a n rue t new eu mpan iea, lind
that is best llCCUlnplis hl'd by pu tti n\.: all Co unty funds into dcal s, THlhcr
thnn em ployees,

• In lltld itiu n to caa h, o ther con l ri hu lillns could inc lude tu. relief.
m rras trnc ture, loning etc. that t he C ou n ty is hcs t pusitiulIl'd to accumpfish ,

• The C o unty ' s p rimlll'}' in terl·sl is l.'mploy llll' nl and. as s uch, shlluldn't have
11 sil:. n ifiu nl in h'rt'sl in where e;u·h n 'rrui h'd h llsint-ss is IlIcllteu .

• The Co u nt)' is hellt' r st'ned by hei ng lin Iin hiawd iuvestor lind co ns idering
d l'a ls as p resen ted , thus II'H·fIl!:in/.: the wnr k of Ihost cto-est to the errort.

• It i ,~ un etea r- whet he r Cu unty involvement, he)'nnd funding, add:\ to
Ecunemic I)t'H 'lop mt-n t.

• The Alliance and the Tow ns are sl r ucl u r ing til he Jlrilatcl~' ltad and dun 'l
~I't'k Co u nty in volvement,

• Foe usin!: o n f u nd injt lind nol c rherw tse plIrlidpli tinjt willl'nt'o llr al: t' s lrung
wo r ki ng rela lio ns hips wi th the M u nici palilies.

• Til t' Cou nty t"im1l1d a l Stllff is capabte of t'l'a luatinK dl'lds thus lIvoitJing
hirinl1. an ecnnnmie dnelo llllleni pC'rson for \'lha l is p m hahly nul a Iull
time req uirement a nd l'I'uuld duplicute lhr stliffi lll:t a t the Allillnet' a nd Ihe
M II nidJl3 Iid es.

0 - I a - /it,



:\Ie",o 10 Bri llo Pins

rr : ("o", ,,, ..nu on Pa lmen o ' b ll and Po rt H...,.I nxu Q ..... lino . dal..d Jo ly 26, 20 12

• l 'o li.... Ih.. ' :n. iroo ",..n llli .-\u n . .....nl , .. bieh dn t"·r. siltnifLCa nl ..o", ,,, un it)-· inplll , Ib..
B..nefil ("0.1 .~ n ll l,· . i!. is p r imll'; '" for th t be n..fil of Ihe F AA 10 ani" mllna !:en...nt in
cost ..rr....li. ·tly II dnlini. t.. . io!: . nd fundi lllt .nia li" o iolu ... Io . As , u"b , il i. uo ek ar 10

"'e Ih .1 you, d ien lo , h,,,. ld he- ...",kio!: d ..",an d, a' 10 a o. .. en 0lt q u"l ino• • nd
s<h..... ulio l:, ",",t inlts,

• Th.. 0" ..011'I muted upa .. . i" . rmt b . pp ro. i..lal d , · S20 ", iLlion of .. b iell • ",.ul :

40 % i. to .·" n eet ui'l i" l ddid"n.'it '
20-/. is to IU l:lh .. Ih t 1"1I""."10 !ii ,OtMI'
40'''' is 10 . dd a o . dd il ioo . I 400 ftt1 ,

• Th.. 0 n l:" inlt, ano u.l b.-" ..fi" ,ilt.. ifiu od , olll....ill:lI Ih.. 0 ... lim t SI2 m ilh.... w.1 I.
nl..nd Iht' rll o " Il, ·" Th.. " AA m..lb" d" I"ltl i• •" lInd . od Iht' u p" " . i" n i.......1 j u.lified .

• Rr l:u d i..1t)'ou, TA O A Ihum 1·.lmrllo Iblll'l. .."'I io" l :

1. A. th .. ( '"u nly COIlII .. il Fi.." ...... C"o"'litl ..e Ch llir . ..d lIS .n iod i. 'id u,,1 " 'bo bas
prepu..d rna .., · ,. COSI Ben efit A..I, . ;. a ..d .ill: ....d .U." ..ou.. l ln. ot hero, I ta k..
•n""1l: nee!" i" u to th e S«h " n I ( ',,,001t0 1' ' 0ltlt... t inl: that Iht OU t Cn.. a nd
O pl i"n. h" l''' brro in.." n ....I1, · O'SI",hl i,hed. My ..om men l. foil.... 0 .. pa.l:" 2.

2. I ln ve illo Iht (~oll nt,. Ad mini.l..l i" o and Ih e FAA 10 delermi lle if " ..d h .... th ..y
..·. 0 1 10 .ddre•• tb.. 45 q o... lion d coo" ,,,ml. eun!lint d io tbt rem"i.. in ll: 3
...tfion. ( I I P '"II:...). ,-\dd re ••inl: Ill inu... is n..t i"",!",n,ive "mI opr" di al ull: is
di ffi ..ult Itiven I'alm t ll <l Ha ll' . d «i. i" u 10 la ke ad'·..r.u;a l p".il;" ..s,
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I . Keduce Ih.. pla ed r hu e I u pan.;o.. I .. . om..t" inlt I", I II.D 5 ,110I1 fee t, " hieh .. Ibe
FAA fu ndi" lt Ihr ho ld , hu a l"l')" h i!!;h heudillo .....1 ral i.. , a nd ha. a mi .. imal , if
. ..y, impael o( lbe neilthhor inl ...,mn' '' .. ili... .

2. Elimi.." I.. th e I'h. . .. II 0'11' ;00 I.. 5,400 fed, .. .. ieh hn a 1< !>cotfi l 10 ro.t
I'llli.. a nd is " "rlh, o( nl inuio!!; di « o..i".. sin .... il h n imp. ... 0 0 Ibt
n..ilh"'. rio l cun' mlln il i....

• Pun ui" l Ih e fo'mer, ,,·b ieh d"e>n ' t "pl'r", 10 b an ""y mpeJliIlIl: u l i.... a l, di ... i.. i.h"
Ibt opp,, "u .. il,. to ad d ...... tb.. lal1er. .. hieh is nOI" i'''olll ri l.

SIll Kud rna ..

ee: In d ividual . r opwd ..o yOll, .1111, 26'~ 1..It .. r
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TOWER REPORT

TOWER VFR IFR Total After Hrs. GA After Hrs. Comm Total Ops
January 2012 1161 1284 2445 53 14 2512
February 2012 1174 1351 2525 92 20 2637
March 2012 1374 1957 3331 126 19 3476
April 2012 1176 2173 3349 127 19 3495
May 2012 1279 1965 3244 125 23 3392
June 2012 1103 1678 2781 134 35 2950
July 2012 1162 1617 2779 88 36 2903
August 2012 970 1566 2536 64 37 2637
September 2012 0 0 `
October 2012 0 0
November 2012 0 0
December 2012 0 0
TOTALS 2012 9399 13591 22990 809 203 24002

TOWER VFR IFR Total After Hrs. GA After Hrs. Comm Total Ops
January 2011 1027 1082 2109 48 17 2174
February 2011 1052 1064 2116 86 12 2214
March 2011 1328 1575 2903 117 40 3060
April 2011 1572 2214 3786 124 52 3962
May 2011 1721 2038 3759 120 67 3946
June 2011 1540 1775 3315 126 38 3479
July 2011 1312 1834 3146 80 27 3253
August 2011 1294 1557 2851 129 47 3027
September 2011 1029 1493 2522 129 52 2703
October 2011 1146 1680 2826 137 46 3009
November 2011 945 1505 2450 114 14 2578
December 2011 966 1375 2341 116 21 2478
TOTALS 2011 14932 19192 34124 1326 433 35883

TOWER VFR IFR Total After Hrs. GA After Hrs. Comm Total Ops
January 2010 1217 1240 2457 85 44 2586
February 2010 1171 1228 2399 136 37 2572
March 2010 1333 1918 3251 86 114 3451
April 2010 1896 2610 4506 87 84 4677
May 2010 1600 2154 3754 90 130 3974
June 2010 1560 2121 3681 92 125 3898
July 2010 1539 2097 3636 96 161 3893
August 2010 1148 2040 3188 124 135 3447
September 2010 1339 1713 3052 118 54 3224
October 2010 1393 1917 3310 184 111 3605
November 2010 1395 1656 3051 106 29 3186
December 2010 1010 1256 2266 Out of Service 22 2288
TOTALS 2010 16601 21950 38551 1204 1046 40801



ENPLANEMENTS/DEPLANEMENTS

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
JAN 2,985 3,520 3,540 3,145 4,206 2,510 2,539 2,847 3,421
FEB 3,431 3,957 2,748 3,250 5,275 2,976 2,916 2,800 3,625
MAR 5,053 6,647 5,956 6,273 8,052 5,547 6,044 5,325 5,461
APR 6,513 7,809 6,715 8,985 7,930 6,872 7,596 6,216 6,404
MAY 6,438 7,782 6,739 8,682 8,389 7,177 7,912 6,705 6,092
JUN 6,111 6,814 6,140 8,638 7,819 6,771 7,947 6,138 5,792
JUL 6,051 6,849 5,850 8,498 7,954 7,393 7,629 6,018 5,896
AUG 6,422 6,500 5,086 8,843 7,649 6,957 7,617 5,395 6,154
SEP 4,957 1,129 5,070 7,392 5,922 6,249 7,266 5,051
OCT 6,115 6,632 5,794 9,230 6,882 6,601 8,314 6,038
NOV 5,052 5,107 4,313 7,355 5,927 4,121 4,940 4,908
DEC 3,792 3,676 3,198 4,780 2,928 2,977 3,374 3,456
TOTALS 62,920 66,422 61,149 85,071 78,933 66,151 74,094 60,897 42,845

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
JAN 2,810 3,177 3,253 2,887 3,591 2,308 2,228 2,532 3,003
FEB 3,369 4,120 2,964 3,453 5,729 3,256 3,106 2,940 3,710
MAR 5,558 7,418 6,652 7,313 8,652 5,770 6,750 5,715 6,051
APR 7,053 7,912 6,740 9,289 8,263 7,057 8,111 6,774 6,353
MAY 6,530 7,995 6,836 9,035 8,681 7,175 8,287 6,649 6,143
JUN 6,419 7,649 6,465 8,961 8,110 7,055 8,716 6,317 5,973
JUL 6,028 6,868 5,895 8,708 8,470 7,849 8,327 6,415 6,079
AUG 6,518 6,399 5,177 8,979 7,748 6,684 7,706 5,291 6,291
SEP 4,936 1,185 5,152 7,119 5,583 6,558 7,109 5,303
OCT 6,102 6,654 5,832 9,068 7,243 6,699 8,135 5,816
NOV 4,828 5,002 4,380 7,169 5,556 3,860 4,762 4,615
DEC 3,972 3,742 3,419 5,010 3,037 3,248 3,668 3,763
TOTALS 64,123 68,121 62,765 86,991 80,663 67,519 76,905 62,130 43,603

HILTON HEAD ISLAND PASSENGER ENPLANEMENTS(departures) 2004-2012

HILTON HEAD ISLAND PASSENGER DEPLANEMENTS(arrivals) 2004-2012



ENPLANEMENTS/DEPLANEMENTS

TOTAL PASSENGER ENPLANEMENTS & DEPLANEMENTS 2004-2012
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

JAN 5,795 6,697 6,793 6,032 7,797 4,818 4,767 5,379 6,424
FEB 6,800 8,077 5,712 6,703 11,004 6,232 6,022 5,740 7,335
MAR 10,611 14,065 12,608 13,586 16,704 11,317 12,794 11,040 11,512
APR 13,566 15,721 13,455 18,274 16,193 13,929 15,707 12,990 12,757
MAY 12,968 15,777 13,575 17,717 17,070 14,352 16,199 13,354 12,235
JUN 12,530 14,463 12,605 17,599 15,929 13,826 16,663 12,455 11,765
JUL 12,079 13,717 11,745 17,206 16,424 15,242 15,956 12,433 11,975
AUG 12,940 12,899 10,263 17,822 15,397 13,641 15,323 10,686 12,445
SEP 9,893 2,314 10,222 14,511 11,505 12,807 14,375 10,354 0
OCT 12,217 13,286 11,626 18,298 14,125 13,300 16,449 11,854 0
NOV 9,880 10,109 8,693 14,524 11,483 7,981 9,702 9,523 0
DEC 7,765 7,418 6,617 9,790 5,965 6,225 7,042 7,219 0
TOTALS 127,044 134,543 123,914 172,062 159,596 133,670 150,999 123,027 86,448

Delta Connection/ASA began service March 17, 2007
Delta Connection/ASA suspended service November 30, 2008
Delta Connection/Mesaba began service March 2, 2009
Delta Connection/Mesaba suspended service November 2, 2009
Delta Connection/Mesaba began service March 4, 2010
Delta Connection/Mesaba suspended service November 1, 2010



LADY'S ISLAND AIRPORT OPERATIONS REPORT

Avgas Jet A
Total
Flow

Total 
Flight Ops

January 3,130 2,520 5,650 1,018
February 2,029 1,882 3,911 984
March 4,418 4,025 8,443 1,912
April 4,181 4,110 8,291 1,965
May 3,062 4,049 7,111 1,106
June 3,928 3,055 6,983 1,222
July 3,292 883 4,175 905
August 2,616 2,232 4,848 948
September
October
November
December

2012 Totals 26,656 22,756 49,412 10,060

Avgas Jet A
Total
Flow

Total 
Flight Ops

January 3,580 3,036 6,616 920
February 4,020 1,849 5,869 1,074
March 5,166 3,005 8,171 1,847
April 4,884 4,181 9,065 2,015
May 3,666 4,822 8,488 1,280
June 3,167 1,848 5,015 1,018
July 2,968 2,336 5,304 1,038
August 2,432 2,478 4,910 912
September 2,488 2,615 5,103 858
October 3,367 3,461 6,828 1,141
November 3,913 6,168 10,081 1,838
December 3,518 2,675 6,193 1,122

2011 Totals 43,169 38,474 81,643 15,063

January 4,385 3,837 8,222 Not Available
February 4,271 3,159 7,430 1,328
March 2,801 3,045 5,846 871
April 4,511 3,000 7,511 2,185
May 5,559 4,388 9,947 1,730
June 4,584 2,519 7,103 1,110
July 5,260 2,954 8,214 1,312
August 4,277 1,955 6,232 1,010
September 5,345 2,491 7,836 1,052
October 5,812 4,691 10,503 1,562
November 3,882 3,967 7,849 1,012
December 3,372 2,453 5,825 1,027

2010 Totals 54,059 38,459 92,518 14,199

2012

2011

2010
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AATF History
• Created by the Airport and Airway Development and 

Revenue Act of 1970 to finance aviation programs

– Revenues are derived from aviation-related excise 
taxes on passengers, cargo, and fuel

– Provides funding for capital improvements to the 
U.S. airport and airways system

– Provides the majority of funding for the Federal 
Aviation Administration

• 69.6% in FY 2009

• 66.6% in FY 2010

• 68.8% in FY 2011
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AATF Funds these Accounts
• FAA accounts:

– Operations (funded by the General Fund and AATF)
– Facilities and Equipment
– Research, Engineering, and Development 
– Grants-in-Aid for Airports
– General Fund can also contribute to Facilities & 

Equipment and Airports accounts. Examples 
include: 

• American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)
• Proposed FY 2012 Infrastructure initiative

• DOT accounts:
– Essential Air Services (EAS)
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FAA Accounts & AATF Funding
Dollars in thousands

FY 2012
FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 BUDGET

ACCOUNT NAME ACTUAL ACTUAL ENACTED REQUEST

Operations $9,046,167 $9,351,400 $9,513,962 $9,823,000
  General $3,808,162 $5,351,400 $4,964,080 $4,865,000
  AATF $5,238,005 $4,000,000 $4,549,882 $4,958,000

Facilities & Equipment $2,942,095 $2,928,315 $2,730,731 $3,120,000
  General $200,000 $250,000
  AATF $2,742,095 $2,936,203 $2,730,731 $2,870,000

Unobligated Balance Rescission ($7,888)

Research, Engineering & Development
   AATF $171,000 $190,500 $169,660 $190,000

Grants in Aid for Airports $4,906,800 $3,121,000 $3,700,000 $5,524,000
  General $1,100,000 $3,100,000
  Contract Authority (AATF) $3,900,000 $3,515,000 $3,700,000 $2,424,000
    Rescission ($93,200) ($394,000)

TOTAL: $17,066,062 $15,591,215 $16,114,353 $18,657,000
  [General] $5,108,162 $5,351,400 $4,964,080 $8,215,000
  [AATF] $11,957,900 $10,239,815 $11,150,273 $10,442,000
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AATF Taxes – Types and Rates
Tax Type Tax Rate

Transportation of persons by air



 

Domestic Ticket Tax (ad valorem tax)



 

Domestic flight segment tax (a flight segment 
is one takeoff and one landing)



 

7.5 percent of ticket price (or amounts paid 
for the right to provide mileage awards)



 

$3.70 (indexed) per segment during 2011 
(does not apply to flights to and from rural 
airports)

Use of international air facilities tax (flat tax that 
applies to passengers arriving or departing for 
foreign destinations that are not subject to the 
domestic ticket tax)

$16.30 (indexed) per arrival / departure during 
2011 ($8.20 (indexed) for departures from 
Alaska and Hawaii)

Transportation of property by air (ad valorem 
tax)

6.25 percent of amount paid for the 
transportation of property by air

Noncommercial aviation fuel Aviation gasoline: 19.3 cents per gallon

Other aviation fuel: 21.8 cents per gallon

Commercial aviation fuel 4.3 cents per gallon
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AATF Taxes – FY 2010 Actuals
(in millions)

Total Tax Revenue: $10,612 million

Non-Commercial 
Aviation Fuel

$284 

Commercial Aviation 
Fuel   $375

Transportation of 
Property (Cargo) 

$395 

International Air 
Facilities

$2,324 Transportation of 
Persons by Air

$7,235 
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MI, Paul And", .. DirectUfofAirpon,
Hilton Held Island Airport
P,O. Box 23139
120 Beach City R<MId
HillO/l Head " land. SC 29925-3139

In resp<Jfl>e to aniele. in the paper and ~I rious corresponlknce w,i nen abou t the I'fOI'OS'"d
de.elopmem al the HiIton Ilead 1.land AilpOM ( HXD) I nd I feel compelled to add'eII some
recorrenl inacc u rIC~" Ihe mOSl =ent by Leo Br",m l n. " Hi Iton Head 1.ll nd Ai""", Maste r Plan"

Although Ren fon Coun l}'and lhe Town of HillO/l Head appro~ed a mUler p lan depicting I run","y
"'i lh In ultim l te length of 5.400 feet . I know of no aai~e effort pursuing lhal Ien~th. A 5.400-ft
runway wou ld be lhe " hlmlte lenglh and i. add"",~ only in a ~"" lil COS! analy,i.. but for now,
oo ly lhe 5.000-ft. op lion i. being pursued. Run"'ay Senath .hemali~oes -.e-~ in the rna"",
plan I nd lhe I'~ral A~ iation Admin l>lration (FAA) doe. IlOI feel this paper ", arran," a ",~i<N

plannin~ effort. FAA p"'" iou.ly .tated thal our SIlppoMdec ..".s,,, wilh runway lengthS of loess than
5.000 feet . FAA funded an en~;ro"m"n lal a...,....n" nl (EA) to "'a luale I runway length of5.000
f_ . lbe EA p<U~idn the public with I fai,. open opponunily 10 re~ iew and com ment on those
allernall~e. and im~l. and OIher importanl en~irunmenlal maners related 10a proposed Fed_I
action . The EA process is jusl gdl,nl suned and a public heariog will take plloe Ialef in lhe year,
Although FAA has Silled that a 5A lJO..ft. run way length i. eligible and j u"'iroed. no Fedenol deci , i""
",i ll be made regarding what runway lenglh wi ll be (unded unli l the EA is com ple1t

Prior to funding lhe maSIef plan in 2007. FAA , lr"'i"ed lhe irnp" nance th.t Ihe mall..- plan be
unenc:uml>ered Ilr1d U"'"",",,led Thal mean.lhe plan hid 10 ,,~aluale n«ded d"~elopm,,nl based
upon I II ul..:all<ti~lly. no! jus! whal i. needed 10 retain COI'(Ime«,i.1"""' iI:e, The runway
Ienglh deI n 'nal ion. "'''"' t.wd on gene.al .~""ion lirc..fl lloCh~ity. IS well IS co,n n,,,,cia l aircr.ft
acIi~ilY· AIso. displaced Ihre, ho ld. a~ no! placdlolder< for (Illure run","y eXlnl.ion• .

rhe (:om"'OO1 o. home to Deep w en, SIll in the exisllng runwlY oq.,.;l tree area (OF Al_ Although a
mooificIli"", to ' landard ' (Moll)exi"" ror the curre nt OFA. ,1 is only ulid (or 5 yurs.,

Le1 me know ,r you' d like 10d,""u•• further

Pan. Pre!>!on
P'ogram ""niger
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